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ONE MAN WENT TO MOW... 


GARDENER Nick Waite 
swapped his wellies for run- 
ning shoes to take part in this 
year’s London Marathon and 
raise cash for a local care 
home. He planned to run the 
event in under four hours and 
smashed his target, coming in 
at 3 hours 55 minutes and rais- 
ing more than £4,500. 

Nick, from Blackbird Leys, 
has tended the gardens at the 
St John’s Home in Cowley 
for 30 years, and has had his 
sights on the London Marathon 
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for some time. 

He said: “l love working as 
a gardener at St. John’s as | 
get to work in lovely surround- 
ings and it’s peaceful and 
hassle free not like working 
in a factory or office block. | 
have been running for over 
25 years and my ultimate aim 
was always to run a marathon 
the London Marathon being 
the best. | have also run in the 
Oxford Town and Gown, the 
Blenheim 7k and the Oxford 
Half marathon. | love running 


Re-live the 
first four- 


minute mile 
Arts & Culture, page 11 


and run every day to keep fit 
as well as cycling to work but 
| have been training for the 
London marathon for the last 
14 weeks.” 


TARGET 


Nick set his fundraising target 
at £2,500. He added: “It’s great 
that | have raised so much 
money. This will be spent on 
improving the facilities and 
lives of the elderly residents at 
St. John’s Home. As they are a 
charity they are always strug- 


AND RUN A MARATHON! 
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gling for money and every bit 
helps.” 

St John’s is a residential 
care home for the elderly 
situated in the Cowley area of 
Oxford. Lesley Troth from St 
John’s said: “We like to think 
we are quite a special and 
unique care home, with a rich 
and fascinating history and 
an atmosphere and character 
all of our own! We have been 
here since the 1880’s and our 
home is in a lovely listed build- 
ing situated in three acres of 


, Open Day on 
the Leys! 


See page 5 
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beautiful grounds. We really 
do encourage our residents to 
live life to the full and they all 
see St John’s as a home from 
home.” 

Lesley added: “Nick has 
been working for us over 30 
years. He bravely volunteered 
to leave behind his runner 
beans and lace up his running 
shoes to embark on this year’s 
London Marathon to raise 
money for our elderly residents 
and we are delighted.” 
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Letter from the Editor 


Hello! 


THE importance of hyper local 
news services, like Leys News, 
seems to be hitting the national 
news headlines more and more. 
There is currently a lot of debate 
about the future of printed newspa- 
pers and many commentators be- 
lieve that in as little as five years’ 
time they could well be a thing of 
the past. 

So how do you feel about the 
fact that you could be getting your 
news via your smart phone or 
personal computer? How valuable 
is your local community newspaper 
and how would you feel if it sud- 
denly stopped dropping through 
your letterbox once a month? 

Judging by the comments that 
| receive when | am out and about 
on the Leys, your newspaper 
would be sadly missed so don’t 
worry-we are here to stay in full 
colour and on paper! Research 
consistently shows that local 


Spring photos 
Left: Bluebell by Jane Yates, taken in 


April in Wolvercote. 


Nature reserve by Pete Dalton 


Below: Springtime in Blackbird Leys 
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news services such as Leys News 
are vital in building communities 
and encouraging people to work 
together, as well as providing news 
and information that is specific to a 
local area. 

This month’s issue is packed 
with some great, inspiring stories 
from across the estate as well as 
contributions from our regular col- 
umnists, but we would like to know 
what YOU really think of the paper 
and if there are any improvements 
we can make to ensure that the 
news service we are providing is 
up to scratch. 

Please do get in touch with 
your comments both good and 
bad, and we will print a selection 
of your feedback in our next issue. 
Please email editor@leysnews. 
co.uk or write to us at the usual 
address. 


Have a great month! 
Best wishes 


SaraWw 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like your 
sporting achievements 
featured in Leys News? 


Email us at: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


Wednesday 30 May, 7.00pm 
at the Leys News office 


26 Kingfisher Green, 


Greater Leys, OX4 7BX 


Light refreshments will be 


available 


RSVP to the Office Manager 


on 01865 711756 


or email officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 
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CASH BOOST FOR 
COMMUNITY COFFERS 


GROUPS across the Leys have 
the chance to grab their share of 
more than £30,000 of funding. 
The cash has been given to 
community groups across the Leys 
to help fund projects on the estate. 
The Community First funding 
has been awarded to The Leys 
Neighbourhood Partnership work- 
ing in partnership with The Leys 
Community Development Initiative 
and Oxford City Council. 
Community groups are able to 
apply for up to £750 from the fund 
for community projects. 
Successful applicants will be 


able to show that their initiative 
will support a local project that will 
improve the quality of life for local 
people and promote a sense of 
ownership in the area. 

Cheryl Snudden, Neighbour- 
hood Locality Officer at Oxford City 
Council said: “The Leys Neighbour- 
hood Partnership hopes that this 
funding will encourage community 
members to start more neighbour- 
hood groups and revitalise existing 
groups, which will help the Leys 
community play a leading role in 
regenerating their area.” 

The first deadline for groups to 


apply for funding is at 49m on 8 
June. Future application deadlines 
are 4pm on 24 August, 16 Novem- 
ber and 18 January 2013. 

The Community First Fund 
provides £80 million nationally to 
help provide grants to community 
groups and local social action 
projects. It will run until March 
2015 

The funding is designed to bring 
communities together to identify 
their strengths and establish local 
priorities. 


For more details and an application form, visit www.oxford.gov.uk/communityfirstfund 
or contact Cheryl Snudden on 01865 252646 or 07833 404411. 


Community market growing well! 


INTEREST in the Leys Com- 
munity Market continues 
to grow but needs more 
support from local people 
to make it a success. 

A bid for funding has 
been put forward and there 
are opportunities for vol- 
unteers to join the team. 
There is also a vacancy for 
a coordinator to help run 
the project. 

Christine McDermott 
from the project said: “As 
we continue to grow we re- 
ally need to hear from peo- 
ple with their thoughts and 
ideas for how this project 
can continue to develop.” 


For more information 
contact Christine on 
07914395619 or Kate on 
07951263191. 


For more details and infor- 
mation visit the mini market 
stall at the Leys Open Com- 
munity Buildings Day on 19 
May. 


Oxford child 
exploitation 


Eight plead guilty 


to metal theft 


EIGHT men appeared at Oxford 
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ACTION AFTER PATIENT SURVEY 


PATIENTS on the Leys will be able to receive information 
from their GP by email or text, and more use will be made 
of appointments with the practice nurse and health care as- 
sistant to ease pressure on doctors. 

The changes follow the Leys Health Centre Patient Par- 
ticipation Group survey results in which 200 patients told 
the centre what changes they would like to see. 


Three-quarters of those who 
took part in the survey did not 
think appointment arrange- 
ments needed to change over- 
all, but a third did not know that 
Saturday morning and evening 
booked appointments existed. 
Of those who knew about 
these, a clear majority thought 
these should be reserved for 
those who cannot attend the 
surgery at other times. 

There are now plans to 
publicise the availability of 
appointments outside normal 
hours and reserve evening and 
Saturday morning appointments 
for the use of patients who can- 
not attend at other times. 

A health centre spokesman 
said: “From 1 June, all GPs at 
the practice who work after- 
noons will offer appointments 
until 6pm at least one evening 
per week.” 

Most patients were happy 
that they were able to see their 
preferred doctor, but 20 per 
cent felt that the wait to get a 
booked appointment was too 
long. The spokesman added: 
“Compared to many Oxford- 
shire practices The Leys Health 
Centre offers an unusually large 
number of same-day Open Sur- 
gery appointments every week- 
day. This ensures that a GP 
appointment is usually available 
to any patient within 24 hours, 
although this may not be with 
your preferred GP. However 
we acknowledge the desire for 
shorter waits if possible for GP 
booked appointments. We will 
monitor appointment availability 


on an on going basis to see if 
we can identify specific prob- 
lems and resolve them where 
possible.” 


PRACTICE NURSE 


More than half of the respond- 
ing patients were happy to see 
appropriately trained Practice 
Nurses for minor and routine 
health problems. There are 
now plans to develop the use of 
the Practice Nurse, and Health 
Care Assistant to ease the 
pressure on GP appointments. 
Ninety four per cent of 
people felt that they got enough 
time in their appointment 
with their GP, but nine per cent 
felt that they would like 20 
minute appointment as stand- 
ard. Only eight per cent felt 
that weight management was 
the top priority for the practice, 
though about half of patients 
who responded felt this was a 
topic of interest for them. 
Three-quarters of patients 
who responded have access 
to the internet at home and 
almost everyone has a phone 
or mobile at home. The spokes- 
man added: “It would seem 
clear that there is considerable 
potential for email / text mes- 
sage communication. Plainly 
this offers improved ease and 
speed of communication, as 
well as the green advantage of 
saving paper. The practice will 
use email and SMS, where pos- 
sible, but only for those patients 
who give consent for this.” 


Full details of the survey questions and the detailed results 
are available on the practice website (go to http://www.theley- 
shealthcentre.co.uk and click on Survey Results). 

Anyone who is interested in joining the PPG, or has any com- 
ments please email Leys.ppg@nhs.net or you can write to 
Susan Renn, Practice Manager, at the surgery. 


Magistrates’ Court on 10 April and 
pleaded guilty to stealing copper 
cabling worth £15,000 from a site in 
Blackbird Leys. 

All eight men are from Oldbury 
in the West Midlands. Nita Baicu, 
aged 20, Mirhai Cirstea, aged 22, 
Vasile Filisan, aged 24, Nicolae 
Floricel, aged 26, Stefan Preda, 
aged 28, Vasile Preda, aged 20, and 
Marian Tanase, aged 21, all from 
Vicarage Road, and Florin Constan- 
tin, aged 22, from Richmond Hill, 
pleaded guilty to one count of theft 
of £15,000 of copper cabling from 
a National Grid site in Blackberry 
Lane, Blackbird Leys on 1 April. 

Seven of the men were remand- 
ed in custody. Florin Constanin was 
released on court bail. 

As Leys News went to press, 
all eight were due appear at Ox- 
ford Crown Court on 30 April for 
sentencing. 


investigation 


THAMES Valley Police has made two 
more arrests in connection with the 
ongoing Operation Bullfinch inquiry into 
child exploitation in Oxford, bringing the 
total to 15 people. 

A 39-year-old man was arrested on 
10 April on suspicion of grooming and 
has been released on police bail until 
10 May. He was out of the country when 
officers made the original arrests on 22 
March. 

A 40-year-old woman was arrested 
on 11 April on suspicion of grooming but 
was released without charge. All seven 
men who had previously been arrested 
and bailed in connection with the inquiry 
answered their bail on 12 April and it has 
been extended until 7 June. 

A 26-year old man was released on 
court bail on 4 April from Amersham 
Crown Court. 


The Leys Community Association 


wishes to recruit a 


Centre Co-ordinator 


25 hours per week. Working hours negotiable 
£15,000 - £17,000 pro rata. 


For more information on how to apply and to download a 
job description & person specification please visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk or www.leysonline.net 
or contact Billy Hartstein or Wayne Prescott on 01865 252179 / 07812945181 
or email bhartstein @ oxford.gov.uk / pididdy2003 @ yahoo.co.uk 
Deadline for applications is 12.00 noon on Friday 11 May 2012 


Registered charity no. 1146334 
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THAMES VALLEY 


POLICE 


The Neighbourhood Police 
Team for Blackbird and Greater 
Leys continuously work at 
reducing crime and Anti- 
Social Behaviour in the area 
and consults with residents 
regularly to establish where 
they feel the Police and other 
partner agencies should focus 


| their attention. 


Warning letters issues after 
trouble at Kassam 

Six warning letters have been sent 
to parents and three Acceptable 
Behaviour Contracts issued 
following trouble at an Oxford 
United match. 

PCSO Barry Sheehan said: 
“We have had to deal with some 
young boys who felt it was 
necessary to cause a nuisance to 
the security officers and patrons of 
the Ozone complex and Kassam 

Stadium during an Oxford United 


Dunnock Way 
Greater Leys 


OPEN 
7AM TILL 10PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


home game. These nine boys 
were also seen causing damage 
to vehicles. 

“All nine will be banned from 
attending the area during home 
matches. We hope this will give 
them the chance to reflect on how 
their behaviour has affected other 
members of their community.” 


Drug warrant success 
The neighbourhood policing 
team executed a drug warrant 
earlier this month and a man 
was arrested for possession with 
intent to supply Class A drugs. 

PCSO Sheehan said: “Drug 
activity within the estate is at an 
all time low, this is not to say that 
the team has stepped off the 
pedal it is purely due to the im- 
prisonment of the main offenders. 

“The team is always 
continuing consultation with 
our residents, and partner 
agencies seeking out where 
the activity moves. Once again 
we are getting some very good 
information from our community, 
some of which we hope will 
produce some great results.” 

He added “Any residents 
who have any information or 
suspect an individual, a group or 
a property to be involved in some 
form of drugs offences please 
contact the neighbourhood team 
on the below number or contact 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111.” 


Free to use ATM 


HOT BREAKFAST 
BAPS 
from £1.49 


Warning after robberies 
Police have issued advice to 
people on the Leys following 
robberies on the estate. PCSO 
Barry Sheehan said: “There 
have been a couple of robberies 
on the estate in the past couple 
of weeks. The neighbourhood 
team and local partner agencies 
and residents are working to 
bring the offenders to justice. We 
have had some very important 
information passed from our 
community and urge anyone 
who has any knowledge of these 
incidents to please contact us. 
We have had some positive ID’s 
so will be working to progress this 
information into arrests.” 

Advice from the neighbourhood 
policing team is to: 
@ Walk confidently and stick to 
busy, well-lit routes rather than 
taking short cuts when walking 
alone. 
@ Use your common sense and 
instincts, be aware of your sur- 
roundings and avoid situations 
that may put you at risk. 
@ Shout ‘fire’ or ‘call the police’ if 
you find yourself in danger - there 
is evidence that this gets more 
reactions than shouting ‘help’. 
@ Spread your valuables around 
your body. For example, keep your 
phone in your bag, your house 
keys in a pocket and your money 
in your jacket. 
@ Property mark your belongings 
with a UV pen, forensic property 


marking kit or similar. 

@ Don’t flash your cash — avoid 
carrying large amounts of money 
and valuable items like laptops. 
@ Don’t talk on the phone or 
listen to music in the street — this 
advertises the valuables you 
have on you and reduces your 
awareness. 


Don’t risk a burglary 

If you are not at home during the 
hours of darkness, you may be at 
an increased risk of burglary. 

If no light is on in your home, 
curtains are not drawn, and no 
car is in the drive, it’s an obvious 
sign to an opportunist burglar that 
nobody is at home. At this time of 
year it pays to secure your home. 
There are a number of simple and 
free ways to do this, all of which 


CONTACT 
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will help reduce the chance of your 
home becoming a target. 

@ Visit a local retailer to pick up a 
24-hour segment timer for under 
£5. The timer can be used with 

a lamp, radio or TV to give the 
impression that someone’s home. 
Remember to use an energy 
efficient light bulb 

@ Register your valuables on 
www.immobilise.com it’s free and 
takes just a few minutes and if 
your valuables are stolen, will 
allow you to tell the police, your 
insurer, and the second-hand 
trade to assist in recovering your 
property and catch the thief 

@ Keep valuables out of sight 

@ Look your doors and windows, 
if you have a UPVC door, make 
sure you have double locked it. 


To contact the neighbourhood team call the police non 
emergency number 101 but if your call is an emergency then dial 


999. 


You can also contact the neighbourhood team via email: 
Leysneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

(please note this email address cannot be used to contact Thames 
Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters.) 


If you have information about crime or Anti Social Behaviour 
in your area but you do not want to speak to the police, please 
call the Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555111. 


To view information on your neighbourhood team you can visit 
the force website at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk 


You can now also follow your neighbourhood team 
on Twitter: http://twitter.com/tvp_bbleys 
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THE doors of The Barn, The Dovecote and The 
Clockhouse will be open to everyone at the first 


Leys Housing Consortium Community Buildings 


Open Event next month. 


The afternoon on 19 May from 12noon — 4pm, will 
celebrate the Leys community and the fantastic work 
of the 24 local organisations that operate from the 
community buildings. There will lots of activities, 
stalls, performances, a mini market, a large BBQ, 
tea, cakes and much more for everyone to join in. 

The Barn, the Clockhouse and the Dovecote are 
owned and maintained by the Leys Housing Consor- 
tium (Catalyst, GreenSquare and A2D) for the benefit 


of all residents of the Leys community. 


Could you help a child to read? 


VOLUNTEERS are needed to help teach children 
to read in the Leys. 

ARCh (Assisted Reading for Children) is a 
local registered charity which operates in Oxford- 
shire Primary Schools to help children who are 
struggling with reading. 

Jane Rendle from ARCh, said: “All it takes 
is one and a half hours twice a week during the 
school day as an ARCh volunteer in a primary 
school near you. You do not need any qualifica- 
tions, just good communication skills, patience, 
enthusiasm and kindness. We have schools in 
the Blackbird Leys and Cowley areas waiting for 
volunteers. Full training is given and we provide 
ongoing support and reimburse travel expenses.” 


To find out more visit www.archoxfordshire.org.uk, 
telephone 01869 320380, 

email info@archoxfordshire.org.uk 

or write to ARCh, Gobles Court, 7 Market Square, 
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX26 6AA 


Open Day Celebration 
on the Leys * 


CHAMPAGNE CELEBRATION AT THE WI 


THE Leys WI celebrated its third birthday in style this month with a 


good old fashioned tea party, washed 
down with a few glasses of champagne. 

The Leys WI has gone from strength 
to strength since it started in 2009 and 
the celebration was also to welcome the 
new President of the Leys WI, Claire 
Deacon. 

The programme for the coming year 
includes talks on topics as diverse as acu- 
puncture and the charity Hearing Dogs for 
the Deaf and there will be practical craft 
and cake decorating sessions and an 
evening dedicated to chocolate by a local 
chocolatier. 

The group meets on the first Wednes- 
day of the month at 7.30pm at the Clock- 
house, Nightingale Avenue. 


Visitors are welcome, for more details 
visit www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


Me 
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CRIME LEVELS FALL 
IN THAMES VALLEY 


THE overall level of crime in the Thames Valley 
has fallen by more than 13 per cent according to 
the latest figures. 

In a year where the Force has had to make 
budget cuts while protecting front-line policing, sta- 
tistics for April 2011 to the end of March 2012 show 
there were 22,566 fewer crimes in the Thames Valley 
compared with the same period in 2010/11, equating 
to a fall of 13.1 per cent. 

Categories of crime showing the largest reduc- 
tion include violent crime against the person, sexual 
offences and serious acquisitive crime. 

The number of offences listed in the ‘other’ cat- 
egory which includes hate crime, domestic abuse, 
homophobic and racist incidents has also fallen. 

Chief Constable Sara Thornton said: “Cutting 
crime is Thames Valley Police’s most important 
responsibility and | am really pleased that we have 
cut crime by 13 per cent over the last year. We have 
done this despite reductions in our budget which 
makes it more impressive. Most important of all, this 
means that there were over 20,000 fewer victims in 
Thames Valley last year.” 

Thames Valley Police Authority chairman, Khan 
Juna, said: “The continued reduction in crime across 
the Thames Valley area over the last year is certainly 
good news for people living in the Thames Valley 
area. 

“The improvement in our crime figures confirms 
the ongoing success of our commitment to re- 
sponding to the priorities of the public, being to cut 
crimes that are of most concern to the community; 
to increase the visible presence of the police, and to 
protect our communities from the most serious harm. 

“On behalf of our communities | would again like 
to thank the Force for their efforts and hard work in 
achieving this further improvement in crime reduc- 
tion. Nevertheless, we all want to see this improve- 
ment continue and will support our Force in their 
challenge to reduce crime even further.” 


[J Leys Dental Practice 


LOOKING FOR AN NHS DENTIST? 


¢ Full range of NHS services available 
¢ Modern state of the art facilities ¢ 
° Early & late appointments available 
¢ Free NHS treatment for exempt patients* 


TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT CALL: 


01865 396015 


OR LOG ONTO 


www.leysdental.co.uk 


Leys Dental Practice, Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7EX 


* In receipt of: Income Support, JSA, Pension Credits, Child Tax Credits, Income Related Employment 
and Support Allowance or if you have a HC2 certificate or maternity exemption. 
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DON’T PASS THE BUCK 


Your rubbish is your responsibility 


If you pay someone to remove your rubbish, ensure: }, 


pm ° [heyre legal: ask to see their Waste Carrier's ie 


Ne == oP vr a he ee ae ‘ia 7 


¢ You get a receipt | 


¢ You note the vehicle registration. 


ur rubbish is ely | 
OU coule 9 


\f yo 
dumped, Y 
eo be SS 


For more information, or to report fly-tipping, visit www.oxfordshirewaste.gov.uk 
contact your district council or email owp@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 


‘QJ 


Waste Partnership Your local councils working together to improve your 
PPX oun . South Oxfordshire ee Vale 
ome ; saci of White Horse WEST OXFORDSHIRE 


ITY 
COUNCIL orking for you Listening Learning Leading District Council DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Cherwell 
—Ey 


DISTRICT COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


NORTH OXFORDSHIRE 
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Waa growing ol Kestrel Crescent 


hy eZ Po Dir, GARDENERS GOING 
yy 3 FOR GOLD IN 2012! 


a 

OXFORD in Bloom is going for gold this year as 
it launches its 2012 competition and helps in the 
city’s Britain in Bloom entry. 

Gardeners from across the Leys both young 
and old, businesses, schools and community 
groups are invited to enter. 

Categories include best kept gardens, beauti- 
ful containers, balconies or commercial and com- 
munity displays as well as junior Oxford in Bloom 
and gardening for the disabled. 

Whether you share a garden, work with a 
community group, work for a local business or 
have a hanging basket there is something for 
everyone. 


PRIZES 


Prizes are awarded to the top three in each cat- 
egory, and range from £25 to £100 and include a 
certificate and trophy to the winner. 

Entries will be accepted from groups, busi- 
nesses and residents within the city boundary. 

You can enter online at www.oxford.gov.uk/ 
oxfordinbloom, or application forms are available 
from council offices, Templars Square shopping 
centre and Isis Creative Framing, off the Abing- 
don road. 

Closing date for entries is Monday 2 July for 
schools and nurseries and Monday 16 July for all 


AQ 
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THE team at Kestrel Crescent allot- ora Saale chilli or tomato plant, you plants ana little lettuce seedlings 


ments has had a great start to its new _—won’t taste fruit and vegetables as which can be grown on a windowsill, other categories. . 

monthly growing skillshare sessions. delicious as those you lovingly grew balcony or patio. Then it was time to ; Local businesswoman and Chair o ie ord 
Kathryn Tulip from Seeds for yourself.” get down onto the allotment, which we in Bloom cornice) Karen Roberts Is Very proud 

Change said: “Growing your own food The legendary Leys gardening are sharing with Windale School, to MOUENE lyse Ae eel) Coarse EL g lcs 

is incredibly empowering. Aside from expert Reg Curnock has been teach- plant potatoes, beetroot, broad beans, last 19 veal? i , = 

the benefits of fresh air, a bit of exer- ing people how to plant and nurture radishes and rainbow chard.” She said: The Oxford in Bloom competition 

cise, and watching the plants grow, seeds and plants during the skillshare The next allotment skillshares ses- 18 een Gene Vel Mey ee gudiie Syst 

the greatest joy is going to be eating sessions. sion at Kestrel Crescent is on 26 May tant pati ot dong Mite Tate miany Ne oder > van 

fresh vegetables in a few months Kathryn added: “Reg carefully from 10.30-12noon or you can catch on year after year. . 

time. Even if you only have a window explained and demonstrated and then —_ up with the project at the Community | hope that this year we will have the support 

sill or a balcony to grow some herbs we all had a go at potting up chive Buildings Open Day on 19 May. of the regular entrants and that new residents 


will feel inspired to enter as well.Our experienced 
team of judges will be hitting the streets from 23 
July. They include Royal Society of Horticulturists, 
a previous winner for more than 10 years and 
experienced gardeners.” 

Each category and entrant will be judged on 
colour, impact, tidiness and quality, choice and 
arrangement of planting. 


WINNERS 


By Stuart Mabbutt 


DRAGONFLIES 
AND DAMSELFLIES 


OF THE more than 40 
species of Dragonflies and 
Damselflies that are found 
in Britain, a quarter can be 
attracted to our gardens. 
The others have more spe- 
cific habitat requirements. 

To tell them apart, 
Damselflies are dainty and 
when resting their wings 
are parallel to the body, 
Dragonflies have wings at 
90 degrees from the body 
when at rest. 

Both need clean water, 
less that 75cm deep with 
plenty of native submerged 
pond plants. They eat 


Winners will be announced at a celebratory 
evening on 13 September at Roman Way Sports 
and Social Club, Cowley. 

Wesley Smith from BBC Radio Oxford will be 
presenting the prizes, certificates and trophies. 

Oxford’s entry into the Britain in Bloom com- 
petition will be strengthened by the commitment 
of the city’s budding gardeners, celebrating many 
beautiful gardens, blooming hanging baskets and 
creative containers and dazzling displays. 


So what are you waiting for? Get those 
trowels at the ready, keep those green fingers 
steady and get set for Oxford in Bloom 2012! 

If you would like to find out more please 
contact Oxford City Council’s Parks Service 
on 01865 252240, email parks@oxford.gov.uk 
or visit www.oxford.gov.uk 


http://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/File: Pyrrhosoma_nymphula.jpg 


tadpoles, water insects and onto as they transforminto roost. ing out of the water can be 

even small juvenile gold- winged adults. Some bare soil around aperch where adults can 

fish or other fish you may Long grass near the the pond is good for some hunt from. 

have. pond but not casting a species along with a half Happy Gardening 
Plants around the edge shadow over it offer up submerged log which has 

of a garden pond like loos- _a further habitat where a bit sticking out of the 

estrife are good for adults dragon flies will be able water. Stuart Mabbutt 

to settle on and larvae to to find food. Nearby trees Some lay eggs on sub- Wildlife Gardening 


emerge from the water give them somewhere to merged wood, the bit stick- Specialist, 01865 747243 
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people on board to lend a hand. 
The Streets Alive organisation 


explained on the website at www. 
streetparty.org.uk 
Over the Jubilee weekend you 


GRAB your Union Jack, 
untangle the bunting and 
drag that trestle table out 
of the shed -— it’s time to 


promotes street parties for good 
neighbourly reasons and it is a may want to hold your street party 
great excuse to hold one for a Ju- on the Sunday or Monday when 

bilee as a national occasion. Street most people would be around. Or, 


NINE young performers from the 
award winning Higher Energy Tram- 
poline Club based in Oxford took part 
in their first regional competition. 

All their dedication to training paid 
off, and they took home two golds and 
a fourth place. The competition was at 
Alton Sports Centre in early April. 


> 


Fiona Middleton from the club, said: 
“The next competition will take place in 
Southampton in June where we hope to 
have two of HETC performers qualify to 
National Level.” 


For information on the club, please visit 
www. higher-energy-trampolineclub.com 


TETCHY 


TEEN 


His maths exam may have been an unprecedented 
success, but Tetchy Teen Ross Arrowsmith still has 
a few words to say about his history teacher! 


If there’s ever been one thing that 

| really do dislike about teachers, 
it's when they do something with no 
justification. 

| was sat in history the other day, 
(one of my mediocre subjects) and | sit 
on a table with five others. Two of them 
usually get on with their work, which 
is fair enough, | sit there, talk a bit and 
laugh with my neighbour, but usually 
just about get all the work done, then 
the other two opposite me do their work 
but also talk, just a few higher decibels. 

And so there | was, laughing 
about ways in which we could escape 
chemistry, when suddenly my history 
teacher pointed to me and moved me. 

| was rather fazed, considering that 
everybody else in the whole class was 
talking, and the two opposite me, (only 
one was present on this occasion) 
making a much louder noise, shouting 
“Yes” sarcastically at our table a few 
minutes before. 

Naturally, as you do, you look 
around everybody’s work, and what a 
surprise, | had done more than the two 
people that never say anything. 


But being the rule obeying student 
that | am, | reluctantly moved a few 


thousand miles across the room, to be 
sat by myself. 

| glared at the history teacher ina 
bit of anger, and then almost gave up 
on the subject. | got a bad result for my 
previous mock exam, and as history is 
apparently one of my strong points, this 
didn’t go down to well with the golden 
oldies either! 

Fair enough if | was talking more 
than everybody else, but | wasn't. 

But that’s just teachers. 

In more positive news however, I’ve 
passed maths! Hooray! No more maths! 
Oh hold on, what’s this you say? 
Biology? Physics? 

There is no escape! 

But back to history, it has taken over 
maths employment of being a pain. 

But | shan’t give up with it, because 
you should never give up! As to quote 
Winston Churchill: “Never give up!” 

| shall sit by myself in history and 
get on with the work and feel grumpy! 
My advice to teachers here would be 
to not move one person, because that 
is extremely unfair. It should either be, 
seperate all friends, or none. Or half. 
But not just one. That’s unfair. 


ad 
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Fashion on the Leys 


with Natalie Wallace 


Wear your 
tribe with pride 


excuse to get together with friends, 
families and neighbours then this is 
THE year to do it, and it may even 
start a trend for regular neighbourly 
get togethers in your community. 
To get your Jubilee or Olympic 


| 
ee 44 ger Fes celebrate! 
TO S U CC ESS | it YS ses” : ee = ie 7, ~ RES If ever we needed a good 
Ser} wy WW) { j ; | oe SS - 


: or even ‘Jubilympic’ celebrations 
| off to a great Britannia start, we 


have put together the essential 
guide to help plan a street party or 
other social event and make sure 


_ that this year goes down in history 


as one of the best parties ever! 
Planning ahead is key to a suc- 
cessful event and so start your 


preparations early and get plenty of 


parties have a long tradition which 
started in 1919 and one million 
people joined in and held parties 
for last year’s royal wedding. The 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee will take 
place over an extended weekend 
from the 2-5 June, giving every- 
one plenty of options and time to 
celebrate. 

Even if not everyone in your 
street is interested in the Jubilee, 
a street party is a rare chance to 
meet the neighbours and to play 
with the kids together in a traffic- 
free street for a change. Lots of 
ideas for activities and help with 
closing the road and insurance are 


EVERY summer, ethnic in- 

spired designs capture the 
imaginations of the world’s 
most influential designers. 

The collections for the 
spring/summer 2012 fashion 
weeks showcased a variety 
of traditional ethnic details 
inspired by countries all over 
the world, in overall contempo- 
rary creations. African prints, 
Chinese silk painted fabrics or 
rich and exotic Indian inspired 
design, were all seen strutting 
down the catwalk. 

The easiest and most cost ef 
fective way to update your look 
and integrate the global travel- 
ler trend is to buy some fabu- 
lously on trend accessories. 
Bold, colourful, tribal prints 
which don’t cost the earth will 
instantly transport your existing 
wardrobe across oceans. 

Think warm, rich shades of 
reds and oranges paired with 
earthy neutral tones. George at 
ASDA’s printed scarf, £5 (lower 
right) and Tesco’s Florence and 
Fred clutch bag, £10 (lower left) 
are perfect examples. 

Jewel tones on a piece of 
jewellery will give any outfit a 
sumptuous pop of colour with- 
out looking too garish. River 
Island has this set of bangles 
for under £10 (far left). Stack 
and mix them up for an authen- 
tic foreign explorer vibe. 

Geometric designs instantly 
stand out. River Island’s Afri- 
can inspired earrings (left) and 
this Aztec style necklace from 
Internacionale, £5.99 (top right) 
would look great next to khaki 
safari inspired clothing. 


as it is a half term week you may 
decide, for those who do not go 
away, to hold a smaller StreetMeet. 

This is less formal and doesn’t 
require closing the road. Hold it on 
a pavement, at the end of a cul de 
sac, driveway or at a park. 

For guaranteed success, get 
everyone lined up to help out with 
things like making food, provid- 
ing drinks, cups and plates and 
napkins and even balloons, bunting 
and tables and chairs. To get eve- 
ryone in the street party mood think 
about organising a Jubilee quiz 
with prizes for winning teams. 


Far left: Sainsbury’s Diamond Jubilee 
Merchandise - from £2 


Left: TU Union Jack Bunting Teapot, £12 
from Sainsbury’s 


Top right: Union Jack bunting from 
Poundland 


Bottom Right: Jubilee cupcakes from 
Poundland 


t same 
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| www .talentoxford.co.uk 


OXFORDSHIRE’S BIGGEST & BEST TALENT CONTEST PRESENTS 


} EF STACEY McCLEAN 
. ae | S CLUB g 


HOSTED By 
Tashie Jackson 
BIG BROTHER 2011 


_X-FACTOR 2009 


UNITY UK 
RESENTS 
UNITED WE Stanp 


CHELSEA SIANGA, ELLIE BROWN, KIZZY HORGAN, NINA-JADE, 
REEFORMED (EBONY CANTWELL, EBONY WEBSTER, RENETTA EAGLE), 
ERNIELSON LIMBO, ELEANOR WILLIAMS, CHARLOTTE MORTIMER 
AND TENISHA EDWARDS, DISCLOSURE, NEDA MAY, 

& NICOLE CLENT...PLUS MORE 
HOSTED BY TALENT OXFORD, 


SPONSORED BY TEMPLARS SQUARE, 
SUPPORTED BY OX5.1FM RADIO 


Templars 
Square 


Shopping with 2 smile! 
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A WARM WELCOME AT 
HEATHER’S HOUSE 


Reverend Heather Carter talks 
to Trio Watson about the warm 
welcome she has received since 


arriving on the Leys earlier this year, 


and how she hopes that everyone in 
the community will feel welcome in 


church. 


AT Heather Carter’s front door is 
a little heart shaped slate where 
the words ‘Rev Hev’s house’ are 


chalked. This idiosyncrasy is very 
telling — Heather is a vicar who 
feels strongly that a welcome 
and being made to feel at home 
are core parts of her ministry. “If 
you can’t be welcome in church 
where can you be?” she asks. 
15 years of travelling as a mis- 
sionary with her husband in Peru 
and Uruguay, followed by time 
as a hospital chaplain in Carlisle 
have introduced Heather to a 
huge spectrum of church goers 
and non-religious people. Her 
ministry is broad enough to ac- 
commodate community relation- 
ships of many different kinds. 
She said: “If there’s a reason 
for pomp and ceremony, that’s 
fantastic. But for people on the 
Leys, what’s the point? | don’t 
want them to be made to feel dif- 
ferent because they’re not regu- 
lar church goers. There should 
be an open door for everybody. 
| like to shock and challenge 


people who are very into rules 
and regulations — they’re not 
very Christian attitudes. Jesus 
never said no to anybody except 
religious leaders.” 

If you're a fan of the Vicar of 
Dibley, you'll feel right at home 
with Heather, who cites the pro- 
gramme as one of her key influ- 
ences when considering being a 
vicar for the first time. Now living 
alone with her cat Polly, 

Heather’s enjoying the diver- 
sity of her work on the Leys, its 
variety, flexibility and freedom. 
She’s really enjoyed the wel- 
come and encouragement she 
had when she first arrived in 
January this year, and said: “The 
positive energy here makes ita 
very easy place to come.” 

Heather’s hopes for the future 
of the Church of the Holy Fam- 
ily are quite broad. She added: 
“I'd like it to be a place that as a 
community we see as an integral 
part of community living. Where 
people can feel they fit here even 
though we wouldn’t be part of the 


usual congregation. 
“Along with Father Naz, 

from the Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church, we want to be available 
to people in their times of need 

and joy, and be part of a feeling 
of being at home and welcome. 
It might be a spiritual centre for 


someone where those needs are 


met at appropriate times. And 


they'll meet a god who doesn’t 

have a rod of iron but longs for 

you to be the best that you can 
be. That’s all God asks of us. It 
rather fits with community life -— 
being a good neighbour, raising 
your kids to have moral values 

and be the best they can.” 


And the little things you didn’t 


know? The oddest food she’s 


ever eaten were sheep’s eyes, 
chicken claws and guinea pig. 
She can play the flute and has 
an ear for perfect pitch when 
singing. 

She has three grown up 
children. Heather likes curry, 
Marmite and the colour blue. She 
makes church sound fun. 


BY ALAN WITTON 


We owe, we owe... 


so down the pan we go! 


Have you ever wondered why the Government keeps 
saying it is so heavily in debt? 


You would think that with all the billions of pounds in tax 
revenue that they collect from us (probably several thou- 
sand pounds a year from almost every single household 
that reads this) a Government could not possibly fail. And 
if they did, they can always print some more banknotes! 
Can't they? 

Wrong. The trouble is that this Government, and 
almost every previous Government since the end of the 
17th century at least, has been seduced by the same fact 
that has got so many of us into trouble on our home eco- 
nomics. The fact that it is so desperately easy to borrow, 
and so desperately difficult to pay it back. 

Banking actually goes back to the Middle Ages, when 
several firms of London goldsmiths collected rents and 
other income for landlords who might be living hundreds 
of miles away. 

The customers could then write to the bank asking 
them to pay, say, a hundred gold sovereigns to So-and- 


So for work done on their country house, or whatever. 
And so the cheque was born. It didn’t take these bright 
sparks many more centuries to discover that they could 
make even more money by paying out more cash than 
their customers had in their accounts, which gave rise by 
stages to overdrafts, hire-purchase, and in our own day 
the credit card. 


BANK OF ENGLAND 


But it did not stop with loans to wealthy landowners who 
could always pay them back. In 1694 a group of bank- 
ers got together and formed the Bank of England, with 
the objective of lending money at interest to the Govern- 
ment itself. In that year England was recovering from a 
long period when King Charles II was desperately short 
of cash, and had been making up the shortfall by get- 
ting secretly subbed by King Louis XIV of France. Nota 
good idea. So when the new King, William III, heard of 
this scheme to lend the Government money, he probably 
nearly bit their hands off! 

Since then we have progressively moved to a situa- 


tion where nearly all of us over the age of 18 have a vote, 
and you would have thought that we would all have an 
interest in keeping the Government solvent. 

The trouble here is that most of us vote to spend more 
money on public services such as health and education, 
but most of us would also like income tax and other taxes 
kept as low as possible. 

Since my own early adult years, the basic rate of in- 
come tax has fallen from 33 per cent to 20 per cent, and 
the maximum rate paid by the very rich has fallen even 
more, from 83 per cent to 45 per cent. And over the same 
period, even taking into account the billions made by 
selling off the railways, buses, gas and electricity compa- 
nies and you name it into private hands, money for public 
services has become in ever more short supply. 

Schools and hospitals suffer from rotting fabric and 
sometimes lack of equipment. And over all this period, 
successive Governments have been borrowing more and 
more from the banks, and have had less and less chance 
of paying any of it off. 

So the outcome of our wonderful democratic system 
is that our public services are crumbling, and we still 
have to pay more and more out of our taxes in interest 
to those kindly bankers who have bailed the Govern- 
ment out! And although we elect a Government, we have 
nothing to do with electing the bankers who most of the 
time determine what the Government’s financial priorities 
should be. And despite sanguine ideas by successive 
Chancellors of the Exchequer about “paying off the na- 
tion’s credit card”, the prospect of ever actually doing so 
is retreating faster than the rainbow’s end. And no, there 
is not a crock of gold there. | have checked. 

Not exactly a Pet Hate then, but if the person respon- 
sible for putting crocks of gold at rainbows’ ends is read- 
ing this, well mister, | think | wish to make a complaint! 
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Shopping at the heart of your community 


| Visit us at www.templarssquare.com 
www.templarssquare.com . Cc { ’ 


register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 


Win tickets to walk a mile 
in Bannister’ s footsteps 


A UNIQUE theatrical production that 
celebrates the achievement of Roger 
Bannister will be staged at Oxford’s 
famous Iffley Road running track in 
May. 

Oxford Playhouse is presenting 
The Story of Four Minute Mile, a 
new production recreating the story 
of Roger Bannister’s record break- 
ing sub-four minute mile on the very 
track where history was made. 

On the 58th anniversary of his 
achievement, audiences will be 
invited to walk a mile in Bannister’s 
footsteps and witness the fascinat- 
ing true account of one of the city’s 
greatest stories; how one dedicated 
amateur runner achieved what the 
world thought was impossible. This 
new production is a part of Oxford 
Playhouse Plays Out programme, 
which stages unique theatre in unu- 
sual places across Oxford. 

Audiences will have the chance to 
relive the historic event that every- 
body said could not be done, and 
will be transported back in time to 
6 May 1954. The wind drops and 
Roger Bannister starts to run. As the 
crowd hold their breath, the crackled 
voice of the announcer breaks the 
silence: ‘Result of event 9, the one 
mile... time: 3 minutes...’ The rest is 
unheard in the roar of excited cheers 
and flashing bulbs. He had done it. 

From the excitement of the 
build-up to the magical moment 
itself, audiences will become part 
of the cheering crowd, hear from 
the pacemaker and discover what it 
feels like to cross the finishing line 
in an interactive experience featur- 
ing memories and anecdotes from 
Oxford residents who were there on 
the day. 

Tickets for The Story of the Four 
Minute Mile are just £8 (£5 discount- 


ed) and are available from the Ticket 
Office on 01865 305305 or book 
online at www.oxfordplayhouse.com 
The production will be staged 
at the Sir Roger Banister Running 
Track, Oxford University Sport, Iffley 
Road, Oxford, and performances will 
be as follows: 
Friday: 7pm Saturday and Sunday: 
2.30pm and 6pm Monday: 12pm and 
2.30pm. There will be no shows on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
The production is suitable for 
ages eight and upwards and audi- 
ence members will walk a mile during 
this exciting theatrical experience. 
Please wear comfortable shoes and 
clothes suitable for the weather on 
the day. Wheelchairs welcome. 


YOU CAN BE A WINNER TOO! 
Thanks to our friends at The Oxford Playhouse, we 
have two pairs of tickets to give away for this exciting 
production. To be in with a chance all you have to do is 
answer the following question correctly: What year did 
Roger Bannister break the four minute mile record? 


Send your answers by email to: editor@leysnews.co.uk 
and mark your email FOUR MINUTE MILE 

Or send your answers on a postcard please to: Leys 
News, Four Minute Mile Competition, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 


Please make sure that you include a day time telephone 
number so that we can let you know if you have won 

as quickly as possible. The tickets are for the opening 
night of the production on May 4, and the winners will 
be notified as soon as possible after the closing date of 
Monday April 30. 


STORIES OF OTHER 
WORLDS 


A UNIQUE artistic collaboration will 
turn a dilapidated building into a giant 
compendium of strange, amusing 

and haunting stories at Oxford’s Story 
Museum throughout May. 

The Story Museum celebrates and 
demonstrates the power of stories to 
inspire learning, especially for children. 
Since 2005 it has been working with more 
than 10,000 children, parents and teachers 
each year. 

In 2014 it will open a new world centre 
of children’s literature and storytelling in 
the heart of Oxford. The Museum’s patrons 
are Philip Pullman, Michael Morpurgo, 
Michael Rosen and Jacqueline Wilson. At 
the moment The Story Museum is a war- 
ren of empty, dilapidated spaces. In 2014 
it will be home to 1001 stories and much 
more. But before its transformation into a 
fully-fledged cathedral of stories begins in 
earnest, an exciting creative partnership is 
allowing it to tell some tales of its own. The 
stories will be told through words, pictures, 
film, video - and even plants 

Imagine a building full of decaying 
rooms, each with a story to tell. Some 
large, some small, some full of memories, 
others full of cobwebs; some leading to 
strange secrets, others to a dead end. 

Now these rooms, home of the future 
Story Museum in the heart of literary 
Oxford, have each been given a voice. In 
an exciting creative collaboration, 25 writ- 
ers, paired with 25 other artists, will bring 
them to life in an installation called Other 
Worlds, inspired by the distinctive charac- 
ter of the building. 

Visitors to Other Worlds will go where 
their curiosity takes them, from room to 
room at their own pace, looking for items 
and clues of stories being made — and 
entering other imaginative worlds through 
these objects and places. 


Other Worlds runs throughout May at 
The Story Museum, Rochester House, 
42 Pembroke Street in Oxford. 


More information is available at 
www.storymuseum.org.uk/otherworlds 


CRAFT CORNER 


| AM sure we all have memories of 
potato printing. | remember putting 
far too much paint on the potato 
and swashing it onto sugar paper 
so it oozed in a delightful manner. 
So much fun for what was a cheap 
activity and gives even the smallest 
child quite pleasing results. 


Say it with potatoes! 


@ MATERIALS 
For this activity you will need a 


potato, some brightly coloured card 
and paint. 


@ METHOD 

Put newspaper down first on the 
table and give help if needed to cut 
out a shape from the potato. 

Next put some acrylic paint on to 
the paper and then press onto the 
card. With a paint brush write some 
text onto the card to add a personal 
touch. 


cererer eure 


12| Leys News 


Fun Gorner 


Blossom Maze: Can you help this 


May Blossom Colour-in 


LEYS CHILDREN’S CENTRE 


www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 
STAY AND PLAY SESSIONS 


Cuddesdon Corner 
(61-63 Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys OX4 6BG) 01865 773263 


Every Monday 
(especially for babies) 1.00pm—3.00pm 


Every Tuesday 
Lunch available (small charge), tea & coffee, 11.00am—2.30pm 


Every Friday 
Lunch available (small charge), tea & coffee, 9.00am—2.45pm 


Dads Zone every Saturday 
10.00am—1.30pm 


Pegasus 
(Field Avenue, Blackbird Leys OX4 6RQ) 01865 777175 


Every Wednesday 
9.00am—11.30am and 12.45pm—3.00pm 


Windale 
(Windale Avenue, Blackbird Leys OX4 6JD) 01865 777796 


Every Monday and Thursday 
9.30am—11.30am 
SINGLE SESSIONS AT CUDDESDON CORNER 


Monday 30 April 
Domestic Abuse information and awareness session, 9.30am—11.30am 


Wednesday 30 May 
Meet our local PCSOs information session, 9.30am—11.00am 


Thursday 31 May 
Behavioural Management for Young Children, 9.30am—11.30am 


Childcare is available for all single sessions. 
Contact Anne Wells on 01865 779615 to book places. 


Come and see us soon - everyone welcome! 


Sure Start eamertn 3 Gentes 


confused bee find his flower? 
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Hide all their chairs 


Why do golfer: s take 


http://www.activityvillage.co.uk 


WILDLIFE INSPIRATION 


Jane Yates has been inspired to create her own wildlife garden. 


we 


INSPIRED by the Green Fingers article 
by Stuart Mabbut on bringing wildlife to 
your allotment in the April addition of the 
Ley’s News, | planted a small meadow 
on my allotment. | found the cheapest 
places to get wild flower seeds are The 
Works, in the city centre and Wilkinson’s, 
Cowley Centre. 

| dug over a small square of the 
allotment, then hoed over it until all the 
lumps of soil where broken down. | tried 
my best to make the surface even and 
then sprinkled over a packet of grass 
seed. Then | scattered over the flower 


seeds trying to get them as evenly 
distributed as possible. 

| put some pea plastic netting over 
to protect from the birds. | am looking 
forward to my small meadow growing 
and hoping that it attracts some wildlife. 
| also placed an old bath nearby, and 
filled it with pond plants. | will let you 
know later in the year if | have been 
successful. 


Thank you for your inspiration Stuart. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 
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Learning 


PUPILS from Pegasus Pri- 
mary School pitched their 
business plan to create and 
sell animation DVDs to other 
schools in a Dragons’ Den 
style presentation at the Said 
Business School. The ten and 
11-year-old entrepreneurs 
convinced the high-profile 
Dragons to support their idea 
and won some great prizes at 
the event organised by Family 
Links. 

The children from the 
Pegasus School Enterprise 
Group had seen a gap in the 
market for the nationally re- 
nowned charity Family Links 
who train schools in running the 
Nurturing Programme to promote 
emotional health in schools. The 
Enterprise Group felt that training 
for teachers could have a greater 
impact if they were challenged by 
hearing the children’s view of life 
in school. To help with this, the 
children prepared three anima- 
tions for sale on a DVD — to be 
used by schools, universities and 
class teachers. 


PRESENTATION 


The children presented both their 
animations and their business 
plan to the Dragons with the aim 
of getting support from the Drag- 
ons and agreement from Family 
Links to sell the DVDs on their 
website. 

Not only will Family Links be 


IT courses 
still FREE 
with Blitz! 


Would you like to 
improve your IT skills? 


Would you like to 
improve your work 
prospects? 


Would you like help to 
get a Job? 


PUPILS IMPRESS 
BUSINESS DRAGONS 


selling the DVD on their website 
www.familylinks.org.uk, but they 
were so impressed with the chil- 
dren that they have asked them 
to present and sell DVDs at their 
annual conference in July. 

“The children presented with a 
confidence and eloquence that 

| felt many adults would strug- 
gle to match and their business 


Opportunities to study 


In Oxford 


ruskinco 


learning to m 


Let Ruskin College change 
your life! 


Ruskin College Oxford offers you: 
in education, even without 


@ 


ede 


remice 


ideas were coherent and well 
thought out,” said Andrew White, 
Associate Dean for Executive 
Education at the Said Business 
School, “The only problem | 
could see was that the children 
were under pricing their superb 
training materials!” 

“Once again | am immensely 
proud of our children”, added Jill 


The Open 
University 


Approved 
Institution 


Hudson, Head Teacher Pegasus 
School, “We have always be- 
lieved that our children should 
reach for the stars and on Friday 
we saw them doing just that. 

In this uncertain world, these 
children are clearly destined for 
a successful entrepreneurial 
future.” 


COMMUNITY 
IN ACTION ON 
THE LEYS 


A NEW free training course for 
people who want to get involved with 
their community starts on the Leys in 
May. 

The Introduction to Community 
Action course is for people who want 
to get more involved in their commu- 
nities but are not quite sure where to 
start. Whether you want to organise 
a street party or get involved ina 
local group, this training will help you 
work out what you want to do and 
will give you all the help you need to 
get started. 

During the seven week course 
there will be the chance to under- 
stand how you can affect decisions 
where you live, develop a plan of 
action, earn an NVQ Level 1 qualifi- 
cation and improve your confidence. 

The course starts on 22 May, and 
participants will need to commit to 
one session of three hours per week 
on Tuesday mornings from 10am — 
1pm for seven weeks. 

Organisers can pay travel ex- 
penses as well as child or other care 
costs. 


For further information visit 
www.ocva.org.uk/community-action 
To register contact Catrina Pickering 
at catrina.pickering@ocva.org.uk 

or on 01865 251946 or 07540 703366. 


smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 


Service and you’re up to 4 times 


= more likely to succeed. 
skin 


OXFORD 


We are recruiting for university-level 
courses starting this October in: 
@ English Studies & Creative Writing 


If yes then phone now Ollege 


to find out about our 


@ Free expert advice 


courses. @ History 
DROP IN TIMES: SsodadWon ® Prescription stop smoking 
peret ae on inte) sya treatments to help beat cravings 


One year courses in: 

®@ Activism & Campaigning 
@ Law 

Postgraduate study in: 

@ Trade Union Studies 

@ Women’s Studies 

Short courses to: 


Monday 12.30—3.00 pm 
Tuesday 12.30—3.00 pm 
Friday 12.30—3.00 pm 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


www.ruskin.ac.uk 


Ruskin College 


@ prepare for return to study or work a 
@ improve your literacy and numeracy or OX1 2HE 


@ return to learn at 55+ 
Because life’s better Smokefree. 
For more information about all courses at 

Ruskin contact: 

Tel: 01865 759600 Email: enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk 


Follow us on: flickr 


Ruskin College is approved by The Open University as an 
appropriate organisation to offer higher education programmes 
leading to Open University validated awards. 


For more information call 
01865 714492 


Blackbird Leys IT Hub 
Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre 


Vi 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service SMOKEFREE 


supporting people through the process of quitting 
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Your local 
representatives 


Parish Council 
Chairman: Gordon Roper; 
Vice Chair: Brian Lester; 
Non-position holders: Tanya 
Prescott, Chris Hatton, Cyril 
Martin, Mrs Ann Booker, Mrs 
Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard, 
Rae Humberstone (see City 
Council section below), Gerry 
Webb 


For further details telephone 
01865 716943 during office 

hours of 9am—5pm, Monday 
to Friday. Send mail to Par- 

ish Council, 13 Bailey Road, 
Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Also check leysonline.net to 
find out about Parish Council 
Meetings. 


Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


Val Smith — Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Rae Humberstone — Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys 
@ 01865 779678 

cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humber- 
stone will be doing street sur- 
geries every other week. They 
can also visit people in their 
homes — ring or email to make 
arrangements. 


Northfield Brook Ward 


Stuart Craft — Independent 
Working Class Association 

5 Emperor Gardens, Greater 
Leys, Oxford, OX4 7WB. 

@ 07733 274324. 


Scott Seamons — Labour 

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill 
Oxford OX4 4HJ 

@ 07910 595047 
cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Oxfordshire County 
Council 


Leys & Lye Division 


Val Smith — Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Richard Stevens — Labour 
Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Ea- 
ton Road, Oxford OX2 7QT 
@® 07725 353031 
richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Member of Parliament 


Member of Parliament for 
Oxford East 


Andrew Smith — Labour 
Unit A 

Bishops Mews 

Transport Way 

Oxford OX4 6HD 

@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Surgery: Every third Friday 
at the Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre from 3.00pm 


What’s on 


in the 


ADVICE 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. 

Drop-in sessions are in the 
centre on Mondays 2.00-4.00pm 
and Fridays 10.00am-12.00pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am-12pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


CHILDREN 


Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 

ral)? 0) 

For 14-18 year olds 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm — 2.00pm at 
Leys Children’s Centre, Cud- 
desdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 
Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre 

Blackbird Leys Road. Variety 

of activities & advice for young 
people. @® 01865 772886. 
Brownies: 

Thurs, Holy Family Church Hall. 
@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338. 
Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Mondays — Thursdays, 3.15pm — 


Leys 


Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am —- 11.30am, 
at Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@® Duncan Bowler, 0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Leys Kiddie Club 

Mon, Tue, Thur and Fri, 9.30am- 
2.30pm, at Dovecote Family 
Drop-in Room. £1. 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30p at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls ages 
13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 

on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


Strawbery Fayre 
Majorettes 

Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 
Taking on new members any 


5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 


time of the year. 
@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


A quick guide to 


what’s available 
locally. If you 

have a service or 
event you'd like to 
include, please ring 
01865 711756. 


EDUCATION 
Able Centre 
Free courses in Maths and 
English. 
@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, 
file management, PC mainte- 
nance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way, Opposite Top 
Shops. 


Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying, reading 
group, holiday activities. 


Opening times: 
Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm 


and 1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am-12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 
Friday Closed 


LEISURE 


Irish dancing. 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


Boxing Club. 

Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 
at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys 
Road. 

@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


Grow your own 


FREE session to learn how 

to grow food in your garden, 
on an allotment or on a 
window-sill. 

Take home FREE seeds. 

Sat 26 May, 10.30-12.00pm 
At Kestrel Crescent allotments 
@ 01865 403134 


richard@seedsforchange.org.uk 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.15am—1.00pm, 
& 1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: 
Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 


Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 


@ 01865 467020 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. Advertise your business from as 
little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


Does your business 
need a boost? 


We offer a cost effective writing 
service for small businesses, and 
provide copywriting, press releases, 
web content and newsletters. 
mediabird@btinternet.com 

@ 07966 523662 


ELECTRICIANS 


HAWTIN 
ELECTRICAL 

Hawtin Electrical can offer you 
free estimates and advice com- 
plete with a friendly affordable 
service. Whether you are look- 
ing for a simple addition to you 
lighting or power needs, having 
troubles with your electrics, 
completely rewiring your house 
or starting from scratch, then 
Hawtin Electrical is the right 
choice. Niceic Part P approved. 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 

@ 07811 401279 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@® 07960 328170 


CLEANING 


Solo Assist Domestic 
Cleaning Services (includ- 
ing end of tenancy). @ Marilyn 
on 01865 308067 or 07990 630332 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer 
Support 


Broadband and wireless setup, 
speed up your computer 
and health checks, anti-virus 
support, Microsoft Windows re- 
installation and upgrades, data 
backup solutions. 
One-to-one private tutorials: 
Microsoft Office, emails, 
computer maintenance and file 
management. 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 

@ 01865 775849 

Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 

80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 

@ 01865 402050 

Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore OX4 4LD 
@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 

174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 

The Garden 

99-100 The Market, OX1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 


GARDENS 


Female Gardener 
Weeding, watering, planting, and 
trimming at reasonable rates. 

@ 07788933891 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhamptom, Oxford 

@ 01865 891663 

Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 

@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 

@ 01865 714111 

Wyvale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 

@ 01865 326066 


JOBS 


Start your own business with 
Neals Yard Remedies. For 
more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club,Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Phyllida Chappell 
R.G.N MICHT 

Holistic Therapist 
Aromatherapy, Indian Head 
Massage, Holistic Massage, 
Thai Foot Massage, Hopi Ear 
Candling, Reflexology 

1, Forget-me-not Way, 
Oxford, OX4 7ZD 

@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Neal’s Yard Remedies 


@ 01865 203544 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 
OX44XP @ 01865 775817 


Trimmers 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 
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OLDER PEOPLE 
Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am - 
3.30pm, at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, 

Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 

® 07534 740589 


Golden Circle 
@ Bernard Tucker, 460592 


Silver Circle 
@® 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


Monday lunch club 
@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 
Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


WELLBEING 


Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the 
Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. 
@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


Slimming World 
Thursdays, 5.15pm and 7.00pm, 
Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road. 

@ Gill, 01865 730009 


MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 


Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 


Ladies cut & blow dry... £15.00 
Men’s cut 
Chilldren 
Perms (including cut) ....£38.00 


Highlights (including cut)....... 
from £38.00 
@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


PLUMBERS 
Long Brothers 
25 Eastern Ave, OX4 4QS 
@ 01865 597064 
Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 

24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 

Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, OX4 
21Z @ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 599812 


Taylors Windows 


Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Men’s Group 

Join us for regular end of day in 
a relaxed and friendly environ- 
ment. Learn stress manage- 
ment tools and use this space 
to talk with other men and 
organise activities together. 
Wednesdays, 5.30-8.00pm 
Cowley Wellbeing Centre 

26 Between Towns Road 

@® Duncan/Lanre 

07435 760 809 

01865 749998 


The Listening Centre 

A counselling service for 
Blackbird Leys and Oxford. Cud- 
desdon Corner Family Centre. 
@ 01865 794794 


Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre. 

9.30am — 3.30pm. 

All welcome. 

Aself-help group of people 
who use or have used Mental 
Health Services, working to- 
gether to get support for, to share 
experiences and to press for 


Yoga For All 

Experienced Yoga teacher, start- 
ing a new class. 

@ Linda Highland on 01865 
432570 


NETWORKING 


Leys WI 

Meets at the C house on the 
first Wednesday of every month 
at 7.30pm. 

@ To find out more call Rachel 
Fisher on 07528 433199 
www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


Women’s Community Busi- 
ness Network 
Open to all women who have a 


business or are interested in find- 


ing out more about starting one. 
Speaker plus networking. 

Meets second Tuesday of each 
month 7.30-9pm at the Jack 
Argent room, Leys Community 
Centre. £3 

@ Katie, 01865 395960 
womenscommunitybusiness 
@yahoo.co.uk 
www.womens-business-network.co.uk 


Diary Dates 


Tuesday 1 May 
May morning celebra- 
tions throughout Oxford 


Thursday 3 May 
Council elections 


Saturday 19 May 
Community Buildings 
Open Day. See page 5 


Tuesday May 22 
Community Action 
course begins. 
See page 13 


Saturday 26 May 
Allotment skillshares ses- 
sion at Kestrel Crescent, 
10.30-12 noon. See page 7 


Tuesday 29 May 
Parish council meeting 
Jack Argent Centre, 
7.00pm. Call 01865 
716943 for details 


Wednesday 30 May 
Leys News AGM. See 
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Active Women 

Active Women is a recently launched project co-ordinated by the 
Oxfordshire Sports Partnership which encourages more women in 
Oxfordshire to take pa 


rt in sport. 


Tuesdays, 10—11am 
(women only session) 
£3.20 per session (£1.20 
for Fusion members) 


Badminton at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Mondays, 8-10pm 
(mixed adult session) 
£5.50 per session. 


£2.20 children 


£2.50 per session. 


(mixed adult session 
£5.50 per session. 


Tuesdays, 7—8pm (family 
session) £3.20 adults and 


Wednesdays, 10.30am— 
11.30am (50+ session) 


Wednesdays, 7— 9pm 


Netball at Oxford 
Academy 


Tuesdays, 8-9pm 
The Oxford Academy, 
Sandy Lane West, 
Littlemore, OX4 6JZ 
£3.50 per session 
Netball at Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


Sundays, 5—6pm 


Starting 1 May 


Glanville Road 


Tuesdays, 7—8pm 
Oxford Spires Academy, 
Cowley, OX4 2AU 


£3.50 per session. 
(No sessions 5 June) 


Badminton at Oxford Academy 


Thursdays, 7.30—8.30pm 
The Oxford Academy, 


Sandy Lane West, 
Littlemore, OX4 6JZ 
£3.50 per session 


Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre,Pegasus Road, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford , 
OX4 6JL 

£3.20 per session 


Football at Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


Thursdays, 6.30—7.30pm 


greater awareness of the needs 
of survivors. 

Lunch available for £1. Pud- 
ding 50p. Breakfast from 50p. 
Card making. Table top sales. 
@® 07729 581975 


Clockhouse Community Centre 


If you have a service 
or event you’d like to 
include, please ring 
01865 711756. 


notice on page 2 


Monday 16 July 
Closing date for Oxford in 
Bloom. See page 7 


Trampoline at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Mondays, 6.30pm — 7.30pm. 
Runs six weeks. £27 or £5.60 per session 


Blackbird Leys Playing 
Field, by the Leisure Cen- 
tre, Oxford, OX4 6JL 
£2.50 per session. 


www.getoxfordshireactive.org 


Long Ground, Greater Leys OX4 7FX. @# 01865 395908 _ E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


For more info: Natasha Mighty 467264 / Natasha.Mighty@fusion-lifestyle.com 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s are very 
welcome! Call Sally Meachim on 01865 395908 for dates and details. 


Over 50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice on 
benefits, debt, housing and consumer 
issues. Outreach session at the Clock- 
house, by Agnes Smith Advice Centre. 
Next dates: Monday 30 April 10-12, and 
Monday 28 May 10-12. 

@ appointments call 01865 395908 
Games Club for over 50s 

Do you enjoy board games like scrabble 
and dominoes? Try this friendly club 

at the Clockhouse. £1. Drink/biscuits 
included. Now an Afternoon club! Mon- 
days 30 April, 21 May and 28 May - 2 to 
3.30 pm. (No sessions on 7 or 14 May). 
Come and join us — all welcome. 


Line dancing for over 50s 
Monthly dances. No partner needed, 


beginners very welcome. Good exercise, 


great fun! Next one 14 May 1.30 pm at 
the Clockhouse. £2 


Yoga for over 50s 


Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 


Improve your flexibility, feel calm and 
refreshed. Tuesdays 10-11 am. £2. 


Singing for fun for over 50s 

No pressure, or reading music, just relax 
and enjoy singing in good company. 
Think you “can’t sing”? — we bet you can! 
Tuesdays 1.30 to 3.30 pm. (Every week, 
until 29 May). FREE. 


Crafts group for over 50s 
Wednesdays 11 am to 12.30 pm. Bring 


your knitting, crochet, or sewing and have 
anatter. Beginners very welcome. Drink/ 


biscuits included. £1 


Tai chi for over 50s 


Seated and standing exercise to help you 
get more supple, and boost your energy. 


Come and give it a try! 
Thursdays 10-11 am. £2 


Gardening Club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation), 
first Thursday of each month, at 2 pm. 
Thursday 3 May.Oxford’s Green Spaces 


(Joanna Matthews). £2 per meeting. 


Adults of ALL ages very welcome. SLIGO 


also has regular work parties in the 
Clockhouse community garden, and runs 


coach outings (next one: Wisley Gardens 


on Tuesday 3 July). 
@ For more details call 01865 395908 


Computer courses for over 50s 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners very welcome. Learn how to 


improve your digital photography skills, or 


how to make DVDs and calendars. 
£1 per session. 
@ 01865 395908 


Evening activities group 

Local people have started a “Clockhouse 
Activity Nights Group” (CLANG). Join 
the CLANGers at our friendly monthly 
socials. Meet others, relax, chat, and 
make new friends. Adults of all ages 
welcome! Next one: Wednesday 30 May 
- Evening Social 7-9 pm. £2 (includes 
refreshments). 

@ For more details call 01865 395908 


Samba Dance for over 50s 

Oxford City Council class. Mondays 
10-11 am (except bank holidays). All abili- 
ties. No experience needed. £2.50 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


The Church of the Holy Family 


Eucharist; Every Sunday, 10am, with children’s activities. 
Timeout: Reflective evening worship. Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 
Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank holidays) at 
6.30-7.30pm. For hall bookings, wedding arrangements and 


enquiries. 


Fellowship for Bible: Study, discussion and prayer. Most 


Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 

@® Revd Heather Carter 01865 778728 
Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Redeem Christian Church of God 


Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road. 


Sunday Service: 3-6.00pm 


Bible study on Fridays: 7-8.00pm, except last Friday of month. 


@ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


Leys Community Church 


Meets on Sunday, 11.00am at the Oxford Academy, Beecroft Room. 
Meetings include special activities for children and young people. 
@ Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 982804 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 


Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s liturgy; and 


at 6.00pm. @ 01865 776903 


Chrisco Ministries 


Meets in Jack Agent Hall at the BBL Community Centre. 


Sunday Service: 11am-2pm 
@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


2012 WOMEN OF PURPOSE CONFERENCE 


; ae 


Sessions & Times: ae 


= 


GFriday:r=e=10: 00AM~ Morning Session: 
(CaEeemnpsnmesee 2 


700PM” 


HOSTED BY CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTRE, OXFORD 


18-19 May 2012 


Venue: 300 Cowley Road, Oxford, OX4 2AF 


Oxford O 


142 Oxford 


oo. 


Evening Session 


rday: 12.30P! Afternoon Session 


7,00PM 
For more information: 


Evening Session 


t: 01865 772152 e: adminclc@btconnect.com 


Special Attractions: Free Wassage, The Chill Qut Room and much more. 


The only family owned and managed funeral service 
in Oxford offering a personal 24 hour service 


S& R CHILDS 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9AA Tel: (01865) 427272 


10 The Parade, Oxford Road, Kidlington, 


X5 1EE Tel: (01865) 378888 


Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2DZ 
Tel: (01865) 714007 


4 Elms Parade, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LG 


Tel: (01865) 245464 


www.srchilds.co.uk 
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Leys News aims to bring you the best in local sporting action. If you would like to 
sponsor this page please email editor@leysnews.co.uk or ring 01865 711756 


IT WILL GO RIGHT 


TO THE WE 


WITH only three games left 

in the regular season Oxford 
United are still in the last 
play-off position in the NPower 
League Two table and make 
no mistake about it — it will go 
right to the wire this time. 

The reason behind this nerv- 
ous finale is mainly inability to 
finish teams off in home games 
at the Kassam Stadium. Only 
Macclesfiled Town — currently 
second from bottom — have drawn 
more games at home than Oxford 
United. Gillingham again was the 
same story. 

At half time a noble looking 
gentleman who normally checks 
my ticket looked at me with 
sympathy and asked: “What do 
you write about games like this? 
Boring...?” 

| said the second half is bound 
to be better and | will surely have 
loads to write about. 

Silly optimism must have come 
upon me once again. 

The Yellows only managed a 
goalless draw against fellow play- 
offs contenders from Gillingham 
ona chilly but sunny mid-April 
afternoon. 

United’s boss - Chris Wilder 
had to make some changes to 
the team. Most noticeably injured 
goalkeeper Ryan Clarke remained 
on sidelines for the first time 
this season and was replaced 
by former Chester and Hereford 
number one — Wayne Brown. 
Also James Constable — the tal- 


Triumph for Blackbird Leys Boys under 14s 


By Michael Klimes 


Oxford Blackbird Leys Boys 
under 14s FC have had a ter- 
rific season. The team won 
the under 14s B league five 
points clear and only lost 
one game, scoring 83 goals 
and only conceding 31. They 
also qualified and won the 
the Oxfordshire County Cup 
against Deddington Colts 
last weekend. They are the 
second under 14 side from 
Blackbird Leys to have ever 
reached and won a county 
cup final. Philip Smith, 42, 
assistant manager, said: “l 
think their progress has been 
brilliant. Last year we lost the 
league by one point. We have 
beaten teams 10-0. We beat 
Deddington Colts 5-2 and we 
hit the post about five or six 
times. | am really happy with 
the side.” 


i 


ismanic striker for many seasons 
— found himself on the bench after 
a well below par performance 
against Torquay. 

Brown did not have an awful 
lot to do in United’s goal but it has 
to be said — what he had to do — 
he did with assurance and author- 
ity. Well played to the keeper who 
has hardly seen any action this 
season. 

Both teams created a few half- 
chances throughout the game, 


we saw a few last ditch tackles as 
well but in the end you could not 
help feeling that neither team did 
enough to pocket all three points. 
Even if this game was not the 
most exciting ever seen at Greno- 
ble Road — the rest of the season 
surely has more twists and turns 
in store. 


Get behind the Yellows — they 
will need all your support! 


REPORT BY 
JACEK MAJEWSKI 
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OXFORD UNITED — GILLINGHAM 0:0 


Attendance: 7322 (641 from Gillingham) 
Referees: D.Coote — R.Ellis, J.Scott 


Oxford: Brown - Batt,, Duberry, Wright, Davis - Chapman (70’ 
Constable), Whing, Hall, Montano (60’ Johnson) — Rendell, Morgan 
(82’ Tonkin) 


Gillingham: Gazzaniga — Fish, Essam, Frampton, Martin — 
Whelpdale, Montrose, Tomlin (15’ Spiller (89’ Lee)), Kuffour — 
Kedwell, Vine (73’ Oli) 


GET BOWLED OVER 


THE outdoor bowling season starts 
at the beginning of May, and Black- 
bird Leys Bowls Club has a green 
and a pavilion behind the nursery in 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Open to all ages, both sexes and all 
abilities, the club always welcomes new 
members. 

There is a full fixture list with other 
local clubs, both home and away, ina 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere. For 
those with a more competitive edge, 
there is competition in the County 
League. 

Practice and taster sessions are 
held on a Tuesday evening and equip- 
ment is available. An Open Day will 
be held next Saturday 28 April from 
12.30pm onwards. 

Visitors will have the chance to take 
part in a free game of bowls. 


For further details contact Gordon 
Roper on: 01865 361047, 

or David Buckwell on 01865 881735, 
or John Hudgell on 01865 453093 
or just call in. 


